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Characterization of Rachel Brown

The characterization of Rachel Crown reveals the theme that appearance is not always reality. In the beginning of the book, Rachel is completely not confident of herself or her actions. She is so afraid to go against her father, Reverend Brown, that she hides her true feelings. Because of Rachel’s lack of confidence and overbearing insecurities, she can’t show her real feelings towards Bertram Cates. For example, when Rachel was being asked questions in courts, she stuttered,” No, he didn’t say that- He didn’t mean that. That’s not what I told you. All he said was-.” This shows she had no confidence in what she was saying. Later in the book, however; Rachel receives a new found confidence that is beyond admirable. At the end of the third act, Rachel comes in smiling with a new lift to her head, which shows that she finally knows what she’s doing and is not ashamed of it. For instance, when asked where she is going, she answers, “I’m not sure. But I’m leaving my father.” At this time, she has finally decided she doesn’t care what anyone, including her father, thinks. From the beginning of the book to the end, Rachel faces a huge transformation, giving her the confidence to make her own decisions and living her own life.
